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This non-fiction short-form eBook features content which is adapted from the audiobook Harry

Potter: A History of Magic - inspired by the British Library exhibition of the same name.Potions

have been made for thousands of years - associated with bubbling pots and mysterious

ingredients, they have been brewed to make medicines, drugs and poisons. Harry Potter

became much better at Potions with a little help from the Half-Blood Prince. Plants have also

been important components of medicines as much as myth-making and magic. A source of

danger as well as a means of overcoming obstacles, Herbology was a subject which had a

major bearing on Harry's key decisions and mistakes in the wizarding world.This eBook short

examines the colourful characters and curious incidents of the real history of magic, and how

they relate to the Hogwarts lesson subjects of Potions and Herbology.The history of magic is

as long as time and as wide as the world. In every culture, in every age, in every place and,

probably, in every heart, there is magic.



CONTENTSPOTIONSPart 1: From Apothecaries to CauldronsPart 2: Leechbooks and Bezoar

StonesPart 3: The Philosopher’s Stone – An Alchemist’s True CallingHERBOLOGYPart 1:

Greenhouses, Gardening Tools and some ‘Herbals’Part 2: Flower Pressing, Flower Temples

and Stink LiliesPart 3: Mandrakes and GnomesINTRODUCTION TO THE SERIESThe history

of magic is as long as time and as wide as the world. In every culture, in every age, in every

place and, probably, in every heart, there is magic.This series of eBooks will reveal the world of

magic and unlock its secrets. It will go back thousands of years. It will travel to the far corners

of the world. It will reach the stars. It will explore under the earth. It will decipher mysterious

languages. We’ll encounter some of the most colourful characters in history. We’ll discover the

curious incidents and truth behind legends. We’ll see how, in the quest to discover magic,

practitioners laid the foundations of science.This series, structured around lessons from the

Hogwarts curriculum, will show how this long and rich history has nourished the fictional world

of Harry Potter.The starting point for these eBooks was the exhibition Harry Potter: A History of

Magic, which opened at the British Library in October 2017, twenty years after Harry Potter and

the Philosopher’s Stone was first published in the UK in 1997. For the exhibition, curators spent

over a year searching through the 150 million items that the British Library holds to find the

most magical. Then they sourced special artefacts to be loaned from other notable institutions.

In October 2018, the New-York Historical Society took on the British Library exhibition, adding

books and artefacts from their own collection, as well as other fascinating loans.This series of

four eBook shorts contains worldly wonders from both exhibitions, exploring J.K. Rowling’s

magical inventions alongside their cultural and historical forebears. Throughout are links

between ours and the wizarding world, told through extraordinary stories from the history of

magic.PART 1: FROM APOTHECARIES TO CAULDRONSThen they visited the Apothecary,

which was fascinating enough to make up for its horrible smell, a mixture of bad eggs and

rotted cabbages. Barrels of slimy stuff stood on the floor; jars of herbs, dried roots, and bright

powders lined the walls; bundles of feathers, strings of fangs, and snarled claws hung from the

ceiling.Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s StoneWhen Harry and Hagrid visited the apothecary

in Diagon Alley, they were met with an assortment of ‘slimy stuff’, herb jars, roots, powders,

feathers and claws. Historically, an apothecary served as a sort of chemist or pharmacist, and

texts recording symptoms and prescriptions have been found originating in the ancient

societies of China, Babylon and Egypt.Apothecaries kept guides for supplying remedies. If you

walked into an apothecary shop with a cough, migraine or headache, the owner would open

their book of secrets. In a typical 14th-century manuscript, there would have been a lot of

illustrations and recipes, which would point to lots of ingredients from the natural world. People

from the Middle Ages had a much closer working relationship with these natural ingredients

than we do today.One such manuscript once belonged to King Henry VIII of England, an avid

book collector, and was eventually acquired by the physician and collector Sir Hans Sloane,

the man after whom Sloane Square in London is named. Because it would have cost so much

to make the book originally, it would have been rarely opened but kept instead as a valuable

possession, probably belonging to a monastery and other wealthy individuals before ending up

in the royal collection.The manuscript was beautifully made, coloured with a combination of

reds, golds and a dark yet vibrant blue pigment – one of the illustrations within it depicted the

apothecary consulting with a client. The client sits while the apothecary stands, conveying the

higher status of the customer. But apothecaries themselves were high status – at the top of the

tree in society alongside lawyers and property owners. They were wealthy, too.It turned out that



Hagrid knew quite as much about unicorns as he did about monsters, though it was clear that

he found their lack of poisonous fangs disappointing.Harry Potter and the Goblet of FireOne

magical being strongly associated with apothecaries from the Middle Ages was the unicorn. It

was not unusual to see spectacular signs hanging outside apothecary shops in the shape of a

unicorn’s head.One such sign, dating from the 18th century, now resides at the Science

Museum in London. Probably from England or the Netherlands, the unicorn’s head is carved

from oak. It appears happy, healthy and alert, with a hint of a smile and a bit of a

goatee.Extravagant shop signs were common in cities like London. They acted like logos and

were an early form of branding, as well as being a useful way of navigating the streets when

much of the population was illiterate. The result was streets festooned with an array of gaudy

and memorable signs made from heavy wood and wrought iron, in the shape of giant frying

pans, keys and coffins.The health-and-safety conscious might spot a potential problem here,

and on one particularly stormy night in London in 1718, this problem was brought home to the

population. The powerful gusts of wind that whistled down the city’s streets caused a huge

shop sign in Bride Street in the Spitalfields area of the city to collapse – four people were

killed.This was one incident of many, but it seems that 18th-century London was slow to realise

the potential dangers, because it wasn’t until 1762 that a government commission was

undertaken to see what they could do about it. It was decreed that signs had to be laid or

mounted flat against buildings, which is why most shops and restaurants have signs like that

now. Pubs proved to be an exception to the rule – luckily for the Leaky Cauldron!Of course, the

unicorn that was used to signpost the apothecary’s shop wasn’t real – but its horn was. Except

for the fact that it was actually the tusk of a narwhal.Narwhals are whales and are known as

‘the unicorns of the sea’ on account of the spiral pattern on their tusk and their rather elegant

physical appearance (somewhere between a dolphin and a whale).These ‘unicorn horns’ were

rumoured to have unique medicinal powers – from curing leprosy to being a potent

aphrodisiac. But most intriguingly, they were considered to be a universal antidote to poison.

Right up until the 1780s, the French royal family had unicorn horn (in the form of a narwhal

tusk) dipped into their drinks to proof the drink against poison.Accordingly, the tusks were

worth huge amounts of money and carried a lot of status. Queen Elizabeth I had two, one of

which was part of the Crown Jewels of the United Kingdom. From today’s perspective, the idea

of having a unicorn-horn cure might seem naïve, but even now most people don’t know how

their medicines work, or how they are chemically composed. In that sense, to the majority of

people, taking unicorn horn would not have been that different to taking most medicines today

– you take it, hope for the best and don’t think twice about it when you get better.ALSO FROM
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Bonnie Forman, “Interesting enough to spark further research - - maybe. The second in the

series of Pottermore's adaptation from the British Museum's exhibition A History of Magic. This

issue is about Potions and Herbology - two classes that seem to be intertwined due to so many

potion ingredients being magical plants and their parts.For all the supposition that potions

would be discussed, beyond the initial chapter where cauldrons - actual examples having been

discovered over the years - it was mostly about alchemy and the philosopher's stone with some

bezoars being dropped in too.As for herbology, besides the mandrake, the focus there seems

to be on manuscripts and books on plants, their uses especially as herbal remedies and how

they've changed through the centuries. Some of the books sound gorgeous and being able to

actually see a copy of these rare pieces would be fantastic.Perhaps not as focused on the

Hogwarts classes as the reader might wish but the amount of information in this small ebook is

extensive and can easily spark an interest in further research.Note: This review is identical to

that posted on GoodReads.com”

Carole Miller, “And more information. Background information on herbology was very

interesting and history of potion making was also quite interesting .”

Jane, “Journey through classes. My favorite was Herbology. This book tells real-world history

mixed in with Harry Potter info. I especially loved the drawings and odd lesser knowing facts

about Harry Potter.”

Kansas Sunflower, “Not a new story, unfortunately, but interesting to read.. This was very

entertaining. Ms. Rowling give a lot of background information on her creation of the Potions

and Herbology classes, historical sources, and trivia surrounding the Harry Potter books.”

beth480, “Interesting little book. I enjoyed reading the Harry Potter series of books with my

son's and this caught my eye. Really interesting facts sprinkled with quotes from the books.

Really enjoyed this quick read.”

Erin W. McCall, “Better than the first one. This one has a bit of a better flow to it, but contains

some unnecessarily repeated information. A lot of great historical facts though.”

Alaran, “Eamus quaesitum quatuor elementorum naturas. Inspired by the British Library’s

exhibition on ‘The History of Magic’ that commemorated the twentieth anniversary of ‘Harry

Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’, this is the second book of a series that explores how

aspects of magic in history and folklore inspired and influenced elements of the Harry Potter

series.The subjects the book discusses are divided into two parts each orientated around one

of the lessons taught at Hogwarts. The Potions section is quite informative and is generally

centred around the age-old disciplines of apothecary and alchemy. No matter how

questionable they might be perceived by modern standards, the study of these two areas and

the richness of their history forms the foundation of chemistry and pharmacology. Although

here the discussion of such things is reasonably brief, there are a lot of references provided for

the reader to further explore the topic.Being one of the most important items in the Harry Potter

novels, a considerable portion of this first section of the book is taken up by the Philosopher’s

Stone and the real-life Nicholas Flamel.The second half of the book is concerned with

Herbology which, with its basis in apothecary and its importance to the development of

medicine, is an ideal accompaniment to the section on Potions as there is a considerable

overlap between the two.Of course, this section possesses an even larger emphasis on



apothecary. As such it provides a reasonably constructed, ‘potted’ history of the development

of herblore into the study of botany, giving a brief discussion about the origins of the important

works of literature in the development of this field.Just as the Potions section opted for a more

in depth look at the Philosopher’s Stone, as the main product of alchemy in Harry Potter, this

section has a special focus on the mandrake/mandragora, being one of the plants with the

most mystical history.This second ‘History of Magic’ book is a little more focussed and

informative than its predecessor and the links to the Harry Potter books less tenuous.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “It could have been better !. I like that it's easy to read and that some of

the things are still use today.I also like the few picture's that were it and that the price was right,

But it wasn't has good has the other E-books that I've got.Which when I pick up I couldn't stop

reading them and finished them within a day.This one however I just couldn't get in to it but the

other than that it was ok.”

Katrina, “Love it. Loved reading this book. Would definitely recommend to Harry potter fans its

a really good book lots of interesting knowledge in it.”

The book by Pottermore Publishing has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 483 people have provided

feedback.
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